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IT is difficult for me to speak on a day such as this, which fills us
with emotion. For more than thirty years I have defended the
cause of friendship, of comradeship, and of alliance between France
and Great Britain. I have never deviated from that policy throughout
the whole of my life. For so many years past have these two nations
shared the glories of western Europe that they have become indispens-
able to each other. It is a fundamental principle of British policy
that the alliance with France should be unshakable, constant, and
effective. This morning I was able to see that the French people
wanted to march hand in hand with the British people.

It gave me so much pleasure to see Paris again, this Paris which
is a brilliant star shining above the world. I saw the French Army
march along the Champs-Elysees just before the war. What a lot of
sacrifices have had to be made since then ! What a lot of suffering has
had to be endured! How many good friends have been lost; what
memories remain with us to-day! It is a privilege for me to be at
the side of General de Gaulle. In spite of all the critics, we still
believe in the defeat of the enemy.

One night in October, 1940, during the worst of the raids on London,
I did not fear to address the French people in French to tell them
that a day would come when France would take her place among
the great nations and play her part as the champion of liberty and
independence. In thanking General de Gaulle for the words he has
just spoken I should be lacking in truth and gratitude if I did not
pay tribute to the capital part he has played in this transformation
which has brought us to a moment in history when all we have to do
is to be worthy of our destiny in order to start a new era of vision and
of greatness.